
APPROACHING PEER REVIEW 
Analyze 

Look carefully at the piece.  Has the artist has used the elements and principals of design and the 
potential of the medium?  Design elements are line, shape, texture, value, color, size, pattern, space 
(positive and negative). Design principles are rhythm, movement, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis, 
and unity.  Look for originality. The best work is presented in a unique and individual way.  
Inspect the craftsmanship. Handmade work is never “perfect” but the details of the piece should be 
finished properly and professionally. Determine the level of skill needed for construction.     

Be Constructive 
Be honest, kind, encouraging and positive.  Make sure your commentary is not vague.  Remember you 
may differ stylistically so be open minded.  Be specific in your commentary, ask questions and offer 
suggestions.  Use the language of art. Point out what works.  If something isn’t working, be able to give a 
solution. Every artistic problem has a solution, use common sense. Critiquing is an educational process 
designed to help an artist   grow and enable the reviewer to discuss artwork on a deeper level. 
When offering someone else constructive criticism, remember that it is hard for anyone to be criticized. 
Keep in mind that our Peer Review procedure is voluntary and initiated by the artists.  Your peers have 
willingly put themselves in a vulnerable position to gain knowledge and receive solid, practical advice and 
suggestions from you and other artists that will improve their work for sale or exhibiting. So, again, be 
kind.   
Utilize a “compliment sandwich” when possible. Also frame your commentary in the form of a question.  
Most importantly, offering a creative suggestions or solutions that will help to correct or prevent an issue 
you’re seeing is the “constructive” part of the critique.
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